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Summary
This guidance explains the actions school leaders should take to reduce the risk of transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) in school.
It is for leaders and staff in: primary schools School’s Operation Guidance January 2022
.
Separate guidance is available for: Early Years and Childcare settings Early Years and Childcare settings
Schools and trusts should work closely with parents and carers (future references to parents should be read as including carers), staff and
unions when agreeing the best approaches for their circumstances.
We use the terms ‘must’ and ‘should’ throughout the guidance. We use the term ‘must’ when the person in question is legally required to
do something and ‘should’ when the advice set out should be followed unless there is a good reason not to.

Mixing and ‘bubbles’
Whilst the advice in September 2021 was that it was no longer necessary to keep children in consistent groups (‘bubbles’) our contingency plans
indicate that it may become necessary to reintroduce bubbles so school has managed to maintain our class bubbles and will continue to do so whilst
there remains a high incidence of Omicron Variant transmissibility.
Assemblies will not resume. They will continue via zoom. Lunchtimes class bubbles remain in place.
Tracing close contacts and isolation
From July close contacts will now be identified via NHS Test and Trace and education settings will no longer be expected to undertake
contact tracing.
As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will work with the positive case and/or their parent to identify close contacts.
Contacts from a school setting will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace where the positive case and/or their parent specifically identifies the
individual as being a close contact.
This is likely to be a small number of individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the close contact. You
may be contacted in exceptional cases to help with identifying close contacts, as currently happens in managing other infectious diseases.
What is meant by a contact:
A contact is a person who has been close to someone who has tested positive for COVID-19. You can be a contact any time from 2 days before the person who tested
positive developed their symptoms (or, if they did not have any symptoms, from 2 days before the date their positive test was taken) and up to 10 days after – as this is
when they can pass the infection on to others. A risk assessment may be undertaken to determine this, but a contact can be:
• anyone who lives in the same household as another person who has COVID-19 symptoms or has tested positive for COVID-19
• anyone who has had any of the following types of contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19:
• face-to-face contact including being coughed on or having a face-to-face conversation within one metre
• been within one metre for one minute or longer without face-to-face contact
• been within 2 metres of someone for more than 15 minutes (either as a one-off contact, or added up together over one day)
• A person may also be a close contact if they have travelled in the same vehicle or plane as a person who has tested positive for COVID-19.
If you have been identified as a contact, you have been assessed as being at risk of developing COVID-19, even if you don’t currently have symptoms. You will be
notified by NHS Test and Trace via text message, email or phone, and should follow all the guidance in this document.

An interaction through a Perspex (or equivalent) screen with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 is not usually considered to be a contact, as long as there
has been no other contact such as those in the list above.

Warn and Inform Letters Class and Whole School
School will continue to send out class warn and inform letters as school is notified on positive LFT tests.

General letter to all school students / parents / guardians and staff

Increasing cases in
setting letter.docx

Warn and Inform Jan
2022.docx

Self-Isolation Periods
Since Wednesday 22 December, the 10-day self-isolation period for people who record a positive PCR test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7
days in most circumstances, unless you cannot test for any reason.
Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those who receive two negative test results are no longer required
to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be taken 24 hours
apart. This also applies to children under 5, with LFD testing at parental or guardian discretion. If both these test results are negative, and you do not
have a high temperature, you may end your self-isolation after the second negative test result and return to your education or childcare setting from
day 7.
Health and social care workers, including those working in education settings, should continue to follow guidance for their sector on taking LFD tests on
day 8, 9 and 10. For more information, visit COVID-19: management of staff and exposed patients or residents in health and social care settings.
Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests will need to complete the full 10-day period of self-isolation.
Further information, including examples of when to end self-isolation if you have had COVID-19 symptoms, is available in the stay at home: guidance for
households with possible or confirmed COVID-19 infection.

Confirmatory PCR tests to be temporarily suspended for positive lateral flow device (LFD) test results
Confirmatory PCR tests following a positive lateral flow device (LFD) test result are to be temporarily suspended from Tuesday 11 January. This will
mean that most people who receive a positive LFD test result will be required to self-isolate immediately and will not be required to take a confirmatory
PCR test.
However, people who are eligible for the £500 Test and Trace Support Payment (TTSP) will still be asked to take a confirmatory PCR if they receive a
positive LFD result, to enable them to access financial support.
Temporary suspension of confirmatory PCR tests in education and childcare settings
Confirmatory PCR testing following a positive result on a lateral flow device (LFD) will be temporarily suspended from, Tuesday 11 January. This means
that for all education and childcare settings, staff and students who have tested (either at home or through ATS) and reported a positive LFD result will
no longer be advised to get a confirmatory PCR test.
This change is informed by public health advice. With high COVID-19 rates, the risk of a positive LFD result being false is very small. We therefore don’t
need to ask people to do a confirmatory PCR unless they:
·
have symptoms (in which case they need to follow the stay at home guidance, self-isolate and order a PCR test)
·
wish to claim the Test and Trace Support Payment
·
have been advised to take a PCR test because they are in a clinically vulnerable group
·
have been advised to do so as part of a research or surveillance programme
Education and childcare settings are not expected to trace contacts of a positive case as this will remain the responsibility of NHS Test and Trace. From
today, Tuesday 11 January, contact tracing is triggered once a positive LFD test is reported.
Students should be strongly encouraged to test twice weekly at home and to report all results to NHS Test and Trace and to their setting. Anyone with a
positive LFD test result should self-isolate and follow self-isolation guidance.
Information on the new arrangements can be found in the stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed COVID-19 infection.

Stay At Home Guidance
If you have COVID-19 symptoms you should stay at home and self-isolate immediately. You should arrange to have a PCR test as soon as possible. If
this PCR test result is positive, you must continue to self-isolate.
If you do not have COVID-19 symptoms, but you have a positive PCR test result, you must stay at home and self-isolate.

If you live in the same household as someone with COVID-19 you are at significantly higher risk of becoming infected yourself.
If you have been vaccinated with a COVID-19 vaccine, you are less likely to become severely ill if you catch COVID-19. You are also less likely to spread
COVID-19 to other people, but it is still possible for this to happen. Therefore:
•

if you are aged 18 years 6 months or over and you are not fully vaccinated*, and you live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, you are
legally required to stay at home and self-isolate.

•

if you are fully vaccinated or aged under 18 years and 6 months, and you live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, you are not legally
required to self-isolate. However, you are strongly advised to take an LFD test every day for 7 days, and to self-isolate if any of these test results is
positive

*You are fully vaccinated 14 days after having received 2 doses of an approved vaccine (such as Pfizer/BioNTech, AstraZeneca or Moderna/Spikevax) or
one dose of the single-dose Janssen vaccine.

DFE Support
The DFE helpline will be the place to seek support from, in relation to the following, via calling: 0800 046 8687 (option 1)
Guidance Questions: For questions relating to clarification of the guidance. For example, for questions about staffing, risk assessments,
vulnerable staff, cleaning and infection prevention control, interpretation of the guidance document and all general questions, please contact
the DfE helpline directly.
The LA Public Health Team will now be prioritizing care homes and special needs settings
Our STORM phoneline will continue to be available Monday – Friday from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. on 0114 273 5334 for outbreak management only. It
will not be available at weekends.
Reaching the threshold for outbreak management: School Decisions
DfE/UKHSA Helpline Opening Hours
The DfE and UKHSA advice service (for information and advice on dealing with outbreaks in settings) opening hours have changed. The advice service is
available between 8am and 4pm Monday to Friday and 10am to 4pm Saturday and Sunday.
If you think you have an outbreak of COVID-19 at your setting and need help taking action, please call the helpline on 0800 046 8687 (during these
hours) and press option 1, then option 1 again.
Where settings have increasing case rates you are no longer required to inform the Local Authority Public Health Team unless you are:
• A special school setting
• You are informed of any hospitalisations or impact on Clinically Extremely Vulnerable Pupils or Staff
Where settings have increasing case rates you can continue to warn and inform parents/carers that you have cases in a class or group.
Where this is the case you can recommend to carry out daily LFDs (for 7 days from date of exposure) for children/young people so as to identify cases
quickly.
Positive cases and those who are symptomatic should isolate in line with national guidance.
People in England with a positive Lateral Flow Test but no COVID symptoms will no longer have to take a PCR test from 11 January 2022. – further
guidance will be made available once published relating to this

Face coverings Settings should:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Continue the use of face coverings in all communal areas (all settings) and in classrooms in secondary settings. Continue the use of face
coverings in all communal areas (all settings) and in classrooms in secondary settings. The role of face coverings in mitigating the transmission of
SARS-CoV-2 virus: statement from the Respiratory Evidence Panel - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) provides a helpful overview on the role of face
coverings. In summary the current evidence on face coverings suggests that all types of face coverings are, to some extent, effective in reducing
transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in both healthcare and community settings. It suggests that face coverings should be well-fitted and cover the
mouth and nose to increase effectiveness. Laboratory data shows that non-medical masks (such as cloth masks) made of 3 layers may have
similar filtration efficiency to surgical masks therefore they have benefit and should be used. It is important to reiterate the correct use and
wearing of the face coverings and to avoid frequent touching of the face covering.
Maintain good infection, prevention control and enhanced cleaning regimes
Ensure continuation of regular staff and pupil testing (twice weekly) via LFDs.
Have robust business continuity plans to manage high levels of staff absence
Ensure increased ventilation in all settings/rooms.
Face coverings are recommended on dedicated school transport and public transport in line with government expectation to wear face
coverings in crowded areas when prevalence is high. This does not apply to Special Educational Needs Transport, and all families using
this service have been contacted individually regarding arrangements from September 2021.

It is therefore recommended that all settings have a small contingency stock of face coverings available if an individual has forgotten or damaged their
own. To support this, the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has begun delivering face coverings to settings.
Deliveries for the remaining secondary schools, early years settings, primary schools and further education settings will resume from Friday 7 January.
These face coverings are being provided by DHSC at no cost to your setting.
For any queries or complaints relating to deliveries or missing items, please contact the DHSC PPE helpline, provided by UNIPART, on 0800 876 6802,
identifying yourself as an education setting. Lines are open 7am to 7pm, 7 days a week.
Alternatively, you can email dfeppequeries@unipart.com and your query will be handled by the helpline team.
For further information on face covering policy, please refer to the operational guidance for your setting. Alternatively, you can call the DfE COVID-19
helpline on 0800 046 8687.

Carbon dioxide monitors
Installed in all classrooms. Monitored regularly.
Funded air cleaning units for education and childcare settings
The Department for Education (DfE) will make up to 7,000 more air cleaning units available for poorly ventilated teaching spaces in state funded
education settings, where quick fixes to improve ventilation are not possible. This is in addition to the 1,000 DfE funded air cleaning units previously
announced for SEND and alternative provision settings, and the 350,000 CO2 monitors already delivered to settings.
All state funded primary and secondary schools, further education colleges and early years settings can apply for a funded air cleaning unit if they meet
strict eligibility criteria. Special and alternative provision settings, including SEND units attached to mainstream units, that were not successful or did not
apply during the first round are also eligible to apply during this round.
Further details, including the eligibility criteria, can be found in the guidance on applying for an air cleaning unit.
Applications for all settings will close at 9am on Monday 17 January.
If your setting is not eligible for a funded unit, the air cleaning marketplace remains open, enabling you to purchase units at a suitable specification and
competitive price.
Control Measures
You should continue to:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Ensure good hygiene for everyone.
Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes.
Keep occupied spaces well ventilated.
Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19.

Potential
Hazard

Risk

Who might
be harmed

Existing control measures

Hand
hygiene

Transmissi
on of the
virus

Staff & pupils

Frequent and thorough hand cleaning
should now be regular practice. You
should continue to ensure that pupils
clean their hands regularly. This can be
done with soap and water or hand
sanitiser
.

School Response and Actions
Hygiene stations need to be located in classrooms, halls, IT suite,
nurture rooms, playgrounds etc…
Poster remain in shared spaces/classroom
Lidded bins remain
Hand washing Times
1) On entering school
2) Before playtime
3) Before lunchtime
4) After lunchtime
SEND PUPILS
Individual pupils will be considered per class in terms of necessary
hygiene support. Factor into class timetables hand washing times at all
the set points during the day such as before lunch and before snack
time
This means covering your mouth and nose with your bent elbow or
tissue when you cough or sneeze. Then dispose of the used tissue
immediately.
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus2019/advice-for-public

Respiratory
hygiene

Use of
personal
protective
equipment
(PPE)

The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach
continues to be very important

Most staff in schools will not require PPE
beyond what they would normally need
for their work. The guidance on the PPE
provides more information on the use of
PPE for COVID-19.

2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes, using standard products such as detergents
Potential
Hazard
Cleaning

Risk

Who might
be harmed

Transmission of
the virus

Staff & pupils

Existing control measures

School Response and Actions

You should put in place and maintain an appropriate
cleaning schedule. This should include regular cleaning of
areas and equipment (for example, twice per day), with a
particular focus on frequently touched surfaces.

Plan in place for additional cleaning during the day
Cleaning takes place throughout the day
Additional cleaning staff employed.

Cleaning ICT
suite

ICT suite
Whole classes to use ICT suite and after use
keyboards/mice to be wiped by children/staff as appropriate

Cleaning
Dining
tables/chairs

Dining Tables Taylor Shaw
Cleaning regime to continue
PHE has published guidance on the Cleaning of non-health
care setting

Business Continuity Plan Update - Covid-19 - Omicron variant Taylor Shaw 6.1.22
It has been an incredibly turbulent 18+ months and as we are seeing a rise in the Omicron variant and an increase in restrictions, we have
been busy making sure we continue to have the appropriate measures in place to ensure we can deliver a quality service offer to you in
Schools, in line with our Business Continuity Plan.
Hygiene measures
• All of our employees are required to practice social distancing
• Sites are continuing to follow strict cleaning regimes which involve
• We are encouraging all employees to get vaccinated

cleaning every hour in hotspots like door handles

Employee sickness policy
As per current government guidance, if a Taylor Shaw employee is showing any symptoms or has a positive lateral flow test, we require them
to self-isolate from the onset of the first symptoms/positive test and complete a PCR test immediately.
Anybody who has been in contract with someone who has tested positive is required to complete lateral flow tests for a seven day period or
until 10 days since their last had contact with the person, if any of these tests are positive they should follow the guidance above.
Our self-isolation policy outlines responsibilities of any employees who have been asked to self-isolate to avoid contact with other people. We
will keep our policy aligned with any changes to government guidance and update our colleagues accordingly.
We have seen from our own experience in some sites that the new variant would appear to be especially virulent, though thankfully the
symptoms and major impact to health appears to be less severe.
Having reviewed this situation via our discussions with industry associations, as well as directly with the government, there is some
recognition that the likelihood is that we may well see further increases in cases and therefore potentially higher levels of absences, and this
may impact our service to you, and therefore ability to provide a full service.
Menu flexibility
During these uncertain times and especially where we have staff shortages, we will possibly be asking for your support to reduce menu lines
on a temporary basis, we will be able to provide a hot meal option or jacket potato and in extreme circumstances a jacket potato plus fillings
may be the only available choice.
We may also need to move to the use of disposable (paper/recyclable) crockery.
Your Area Manager will discuss these with you, and we appreciate your cooperation whilst we work through these difficult times.
We are very proud of the agility and adaptability that our team at Taylor Shaw has shown over this time and are confident we can continue
to deliver a great service as the year progresses.
Wishing you a very happy and healthy New Year.
Best regards, Sarah Wass Taylor Shaw 01142610630

3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated
Potential
Hazard

Risk

Who might
be harmed

Existing control measures

Ventilation

Transmission of
the virus

Staff & pupils

When your school is in operation, it is important to
ensure it is well ventilated and that a comfortable
teaching environment is maintained.

School Response and Actions
Continue to keep windows and doors open as long as it is
not a fire door.
CO2 monitors should be monitored RAG levels

You should identify any poorly ventilated spaces as part of
your risk assessment and take steps to improve fresh air flow
in these areas, giving particular consideration when holding
events where visitors such as parents are on site, for
example, school plays.
Mechanical ventilation is a system that uses a fan to draw
fresh air or extract air from a room. These should be
adjusted to increase the ventilation rate wherever possible
and checked to confirm that normal operation meets current
guidance and that only fresh outside air is circulated.
If possible, systems should be adjusted to full fresh air or,
if this is not possible, then systems should be operated as
normal as long as they are within a single room and
supplemented by an outdoor air supply.

Where mechanical ventilation systems exist, you should
ensure that they are maintained in accordance with the
manufacturers’ recommendations.
Opening external windows can improve natural ventilation,
and in addition, opening internal doors can also assist with
creating a throughput of air. If necessary, external opening
doors may also be used (if they are not fire doors and where
safe to do so).
You should balance the need for increased ventilation
while maintaining a comfortable temperature.
The HSE Guidance on Ventilation
and CIBSE Advice

4. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19
Potential
Hazard
When an
individual
develops
COVID-19
symptoms or
has a positive
test

Risk

Transmissio
n of the
virus

Who might
be harmed

Staff & pupils

Existing control measures
Pupils, staff and other adults should follow public health
advice on When to self isolate
They should not come into school if they have symptoms,
have had a positive test result or other reasons requiring
them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on
COVID-19 (for example, they are required to quarantine).
If anyone in your school develops Covid Symtpoms
however mild, you should send them home and they should
follow public health advice.
For everyone with symptoms, they should avoid using
public transport and, wherever possible, be collected by a
member of their family or household.

If a pupil is awaiting collection, they should be left in a room
on their own if possible and safe to do so.
A window should be opened for fresh air ventilation if
possible. Appropriate PPE should also be used if close
contact is necessary. Further information on this can be
found in the Use of PPE guidance.
Any rooms they use should be cleaned after they have left.
The household (including any siblings) should follow the
PHE Stay at home guidance

School Response and Actions
Flow chart to be shared with staff during the inset DAY
Re-iterate with parents

KeyDoc_responding_
to_a_suspected_case_of_COVID-19_primary_from_Sep_2021 (1).doc

Isolation area remains ready to use in the office area

Testing remains important in reducing the risk of
transmission of infection within schools. That is why, whilst
some measures are relaxed, others will remain, and if
necessary, in response to the latest epidemiological data, we
all need to be prepared to step measures up or down in
future depending on local circumstances.
Asymptomatic
testing

Staff should undertake twice weekly home tests whenever
they are on site until the end of September, when this will
also be reviewed.
Staff and pupils with a positive LFD test result should

Confirmatory
PCR tests
Vaccinations
Advice
Leaflet

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A
%2F%2Fwww.covidvaxfacts.info%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cgreg.fe
ll%40sheffield.gov.uk%7Cf3137c766fd343e8752c08d9d04554cb
%7Ca1ba59b9720448d8a3607770245ad4a9%7C0%7C0%7C637
769818450505875%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
C4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0
%3D%7C3000&sdata=dsFY8x1%2BHAihMG%2F06IXW44U%2Fa
pRpyS9%2Bx2M4N2nsk3o%3D&reserved=0

self-isolate in line with the Stay at Home
They will also need to Get A PCR TEST
Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should
continue to self-isolate.
If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the positive lateral
flow test, and is negative, it overrides the self- test LFD test
and the pupil can return to school, as long as the individual
doesn’t have COVID-19 symptoms.

5. Other Considerations (Children & Staff who are CEV, Pregnant, pupil wellbeing & Support etc)
Potential
Hazard
Children
who are
clinically
extremely
vulnerable
(CEV)

Risk

Who might
be harmed

Existing control measures

Transmission of
the virus

Staff & pupils

All clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV) children and young
people should attend their education setting unless they are
one of the very small number of children and young people
under paediatric or another specialist care who have been
advised by their clinician or other specialist not to attend.

Further information is available in the guidance
on supporting pupils at school with medical conditions.

Pupil
Wellbeing &
Support

Some pupils may be experiencing a variety of emotions in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, such as anxiety, stress,
or low mood. You can access useful links and sources of
support on Promoting and Supporting Mental Health

Contractors

You should ensure that key contractors are aware of the
school’s control measures and ways of working.

Staff who
are
clinically
extremely
vulnerable
(CEV)

School leaders are best placed to determine the workforce
required to meet the needs of their pupils.
Clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV) people are advised, as
a minimum, to follow the same guidance as everyone else.
It is important that everyone adheres to this guidance, but
CEV people may wish to think particularly carefully about
the additional precautions
they can continue to take. Further information can be

School Response and Actions
https://elearning.rcgp.org.uk/pluginfile.php/170159/mod_re
source/content/1/CYP%20FAQs%20FINAL.pdf

found in the Guidance for protecting vulnerable people during
CV pandemic

Protecting Vulnerable Workers
The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) has published
guidance on including advice for employers and employees
on How to talk to workers about protecting themselves re CV

We welcome your support in encouraging vaccine take up
and enabling staff who are eligible for a vaccination to
attend booked vaccine appointments where possible even
during term time.
It is recommended that you review the individual risk
assessments for staff who are CEV & CV

Pregnancy

You will need to follow the specific guidance for pregnant
employees because pregnant women are considered CV. RA in place for each member of staff
In some cases, pregnant women may also have other
health conditions that mean they are considered CEV,
where the advice for clinically extremely vulnerable staff
will apply.
COVID-19 vaccination: a guide for women of childbearing
age, pregnant or breastfeeding contains vaccination
advice.
If staff are 28 weeks pregnant and beyond, or if they are
pregnant and have an underlying health condition that puts
them at a greater risk of severe illness from COVID-19 at
any gestation, a more precautionary approach should be
taken.

This is because although the pregnant staff member is at
no more risk of contracting the virus than any other nonpregnant person who is in similar health, they have an
increased risk of becoming severely ill and of pre-term
birth if they contract COVID-19.
You should ensure that your staff member is able to
adhere to any active national guidance on social distancing
and home-based working is recommended.
For many workers, this may require working flexibly from
home.
All employers should consider both how to redeploy these
staff and how to maximise the potential for homeworking,
wherever possible.
An individual Risk Assessment should be completed which
should take account of the rate of infection, the working
environment, any extra measures recommended etc.
The guidance for pregnant women further confirmed that:
“Information contained in the RCOG/RCM guidance on
coronavirus (COVID-19) in pregnancy should be used as
the basis for a risk assessment.”
Action for Schools to take:
This means that an important key action for schools is for
you to undertake an individual pregnancy risk assessment
with your staff member, using the form below.

Pregnancy Risk
Assessment.docx

You will need to consider some pregnant women are at a
higher risk of developing serious illness, including:
•
•

pregnant women from black, Asian and minority ethnic
(BAME) backgrounds
women over the age of 35

•
•

women who are overweight or obese
women who have pre-existing medical problems, such
as high blood pressure and diabetes

Therefore, it is helpful to factor these issues in to any
pregnancy risk assessment.
Assemblies

Remain remote to be reviewed Jan 31st 2022

Parent
Evening
Meeting

Remain remote unless unavoidable to be reviewed Jan
31st 2022

Attendance
School attendance remains mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age, and it is a priority to ensure that as many children as possible regularly
attend school.

Wraparound provision and extra-curricular activity
More information on planning extra-curricular provision can be found in the guidance for Out of School Settings

Admitting children into school
In most cases, parents and carers will agree that a pupil with symptoms should not attend the school, given the potential risk to others.
If a parent or carer insists on a pupil attending your school, you can take the decision to refuse the pupil if, in your reasonable judgement, it is
necessary to protect other pupils and staff from possible infection with COVID-19. Your decision would need to be carefully considered in light
of all the circumstances and current public health advice.
Where a child is required to self-isolate or quarantine because of COVID-19 in accordance with relevant legislation or guidance published by PHE
or the DHSC they should be recorded as code X (not attending in circumstances related to coronavirus). Where they are unable to attend
because they have a confirmed case of COVID-19 they should be recorded as code I (illness).
For pupils abroad who are unable to return, code X is unlikely to apply. In some specific cases, code Y (unable to attend due to exceptional
circumstances) will apply. Further guidance about the use of codes is provided in the School Attendance Guidance
Remote education
Not all people with COVID-19 have symptoms. Where appropriate, you should support those who need to self-isolate because they have tested

positive to work or learn from home if they are well enough to do so. Schools subject to the Remote Education Continuity Direction
are required to provide remote education to pupils covered by the direction where their attendance would be contrary to government guidance
or legislation around COVID-19.
You should maintain your capacity to deliver high-quality remote education for the next academic year, including for pupils who are abroad,
and facing challenges to return due to COVID-19 travel restrictions, for the period they are abroad.
The remote education provided should be equivalent in length to the core teaching pupils would receive in school.
You should work collaboratively with families and put in place reasonable adjustments so that pupils with special educational needs and
disabilities (SEND) can successfully access remote education.
Full expectations for remote education, support and resources can be found on the Get Help With Remote Education.
Education recovery
We have announced a number of programmes and activities to support pupils to make up education missed as a result of the pandemic.
Further information is available on education recovery support.
Specifically for schools, the document includes further information on:
● Catch up Premium
● recovery premium
●

curriculum resources

School meals
You should continue to provide free school meal support to any pupils who are eligible for benefits-related free school meals and who are
learning at home during term time.
More information on Providing School Meals during the CV 19 Pandemic is available.

Educational visits
Given the likely gap in COVID-19 related cancellation insurance, if you are considering booking a new visit, whether domestic or international,
you are advised to ensure that any new bookings have adequate financial protection in place.
We continue to recommend you do not go on any international visits before the start of the autumn term. From the start of the new school
term, you can go on international visits that have previously been deferred or postponed and organise new international visits for the future.
You should be aware that the travel list (and broader international travel policy) is subject to change and green list countries may be moved into
amber or red. The travel lists may change during a visit, and you must comply with international travel legislation and should have contingency
plans in place to account for these changes.
You should speak to either your visit provider, commercial insurance company, or the risk protection arrangement (RPA) to assess the protection
available. Independent advice on insurance cover and options can be sought from the British Insurance Brokers’ Association (BIBA) or
Association of British Insurers (ABI). Any school holding ATOL, or ABTA refund credit notes may use these credit notes to rebook educational or
international visits.
You should undertake full and thorough risk assessments in relation to all educational visits and ensure that any public health advice, such
as hygiene and ventilation requirements, is included as part of that risk assessment. Educational visits is available and is supported by
specialist advice from the OEAP Guidance

