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Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope that you have had a good Christmas and Happy New Year to you all.
I am writing today to let you know that school will open as planned on
Tuesday 4th January 2022.
All children are expected to return to school. I will of course keep you
updated with any changes.
In terms of keeping the pupils and staff safe, please do not send your child to
school if they are showing any symptoms of CV. The new variant is very
transmissible and I need staff and pupils to be in school.

I am sure that no-

one wants to return to remote learning!
If your child is unwell with CV or anything else then please follow the usual
attendance procedures and let school know at the earliest possible time on
Tuesday morning that your child will not be coming to school.
Hygiene protocols remain in place as do class bubbles.
DFE Bulletin 02.01.22
Symptoms
The most important symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of any of the
following:

•
•
•

a new continuous cough
a high temperature
a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia)

For most people, COVID-19 will be a mild illness. However, if you have any of
the symptoms above, even if your symptoms are mild, stay at home
and arrange to have a test.
There are several other symptoms linked with COVID-19. These other symptoms
may have another cause and are not on their own a reason to have a
COVID-19 test. If you are concerned about your symptoms, seek medical
advice.

If you have received one or more doses of COVID-19 vaccine and have
symptoms of COVID-19 or have received a positive test result, you should still
follow this guidance. This is because it is still possible to get COVID-19 and
spread it to others even if you are vaccinated.
Information on the changes to the self-isolation period for individuals who test
positive for COVID-19

Since Wednesday 22nd December, the 10-day self-isolation period for people
who record a positive PCR test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7
days in most circumstances, unless you cannot test for any reason.
Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their selfisolation period. Those who receive two negative test results are no longer
required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. The first test must be taken
no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be taken 24
hours apart. This also applies to children under 5, with LFD testing at
parental or guardian discretion. If both these test results are negative, and
you do not have a high temperature, you may end your self-isolation after the
second negative test result and return to your education setting from day 8.
Health and social care workers, including those working in education settings,
should follow guidance for their sector on taking LFD tests on day 8, 9 and
10. For more information, visit COVID-19: management of staff and exposed
patients or residents in health and social care settings.
Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests will need to complete the full 10 day
period of self-isolation. Further information is available in the stay at home:
guidance for households with possible or confirmed COVID-19 infection.

Daily testing for close contacts of COVID-19
People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5
and 18 years and 6 months, identified as a close contact of someone with
COVID-19, should take an LFD test every day for seven days and continue to
attend their setting as normal, unless they have a positive test result or
develop symptoms at any time.
Children under 5 are not being advised to take part in daily testing of close
contacts. If a child under 5 is a contact of a confirmed case, they are not
required to self-isolate and should not start daily testing. If they live in the
same household as someone with COVID-19 they should limit their contact
with anyone who is at higher risk of severe illness if infected with COVID-19,
and arrange to take a PCR test as soon as possible. They can continue to
attend an education or childcare setting while waiting for the PCR result. If
the test is positive, they should follow the stay at home: guidance for
households with possible or confirmed COVID-19 infection.
Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) advice on COVID-19
vaccination for at-risk 5 to 11 year olds, and booster doses for at-risk 12 to 15
year olds and all 16 to 17 year olds
On Wednesday 22 December, the government accepted advice from the Joint
Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) that a primary course of
vaccination should be offered to children aged 5 to 11 years old who are in a
clinical risk group, or who are a household contact of someone (of any age)
who is immunosuppressed. The NHS is working through updated guidance and
will set out how this is going to be operationalised shortly.
In response to the threat from the Omicron variant, the JCVI advised that a
Pfizer booster vaccine should be offered to:

•

children aged 12 to 15 years old who are in a clinical risk group or who
are a household contact of immunosuppressed individuals, and those who
are severely immunosuppressed and have had a third primary dose

•

all young people aged 16 to 17 years old

The NHS will communicate how eligible children and young people can get
their boosters shortly.
Vaccines are our best weapon against this virus and our booster programme
has accelerated rapidly, with almost 30 million doses of boosters or third
doses administered, and more than half of adults jabbed, securing vital
protection. Vaccination reduces the likelihood of infection, helps break chains
of transmission and is safe and effective – so we encourage all those eligible
to consider taking up the offer.
I hope to see as many children as possible at school on Tuesday 4th January.
Jo Eagleton

